Surface Detection and a Simple Behavior System

H he Scribbler is an exciting new robot from Parallax. This
- B small blue robot is fully programmable and packed with
sensors. As one of the developers of the Scribbler, | can assure
you that we tried to add as much capability as possible to the
robot while still keeping it affordable for the average person.
In this article, I'll give you a quick introduction to the Scribbler
and then explain a project | created using a simple behavior
system and a creative use for the line following sensor.

The Scribbler

The Scribbler is a very capable robot. Its features include
two infrared obstacle avoidance sensors, two line following
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sensors, three light sensors, a stall sensor, three user-con-
trolled LEDs, a speaker, and two drive motors with both con-
tinuous and timed commands. It also has a rich programming
environment so that you can use these sensors
and actuators in any possible combination.
There are two ways to program the Scribbler:
either graphically, using the Program Maker GUI;
or with text in the PBASIC lan-
guage, using the BASIC
Stamp Editor. The GUI makes
it easy to program
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